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imposeanew Federalrequirement.
Therefore,theEPA certifiesthatthis
disapprovalactionwould not havea
significantimpact on asubstantial
numberof smallentities becausesuch
disapprovalwould not removeexisting
Staterequirementsnordoesit substitute
anewFederalrequirement.

Executive Order 12291

This actionhasbeenclassifiedasa
Table2 actionby theRegional
Administratorundertheprocedures
publishedin the Federal Registeron
January19, 1989 (54FR 2214—2225).On
January6, 1989, theOffice of
ManagementandBudget (0MB) waived
Table 2 andTable 3 SIP revisions(54 FR
2222)from therequirementsof section
3 of ExecutiveOrder12291 for aperiod
of two years.TheEPA submitteda
requestfor apermanentwaiver for Table
2 and3 SIP revisions.The0MB has
agreedto continuethetemporarywaiver
until suchtime asit rules on theEPA’s
request.

List of Subjectsin 40 CFR Part52

Air pollution control,Environmental
prmection,Hydrocarbons,
Intergovernmentalrelations,Nitrogen
dioxide, Ozone,Reportingand
recordkeepingrequirements,Volatile
organiccompounds.

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401—7671q.
Dated:September16, 1993.

Joe I). Winkle,
ActingRegionalAdministrator(6A).
[FR Doc. 93—23307Filed 9—22—93; 8:45 am]
9IWNG CODE 6563—SO-F

40 CFR Part 81
[IA 6—1-6061;FRL-4734—6]

Designation of Areas for Air Quality
Planning Purposes; State of Iowa;
Correction
AGENCY: EnvironmentalProtection
Agency(EPA).
ACTION: Proposedrule; correction.

SUMMARY: On August24, 1993 (58 FR
44639), EPA proposedto revisethe
sulfur dioxide (SO2)designationfor part
of MuscatineCounty,Iowa, This notice
correctsthedescriptionof the area
proposedto beredesignatedto
nonattainment.Thecorrectarea
descriptionis: T 77 N,R 2 W, Sections
26, 27, 34, 35; andT 76 N, R 2W,
Sections2, 3, 10, 11, 14, 15, 22, 27, 28,
33, 34, MuscatineCounty,Iowa. Since
theaffectedsourcesin theareaare
presentlyawareof this correction,no
extensionto thecommentperiodis
planned.However, an extensionto the

commentperiodwill beconsideredif
requestedby aninterestedperson,based
on ashowingthatadditionaltime for
commentis necessaryin light ofthis
correction.
DATES: As notedin theAugust 24, 1993.
FederalRegister,thecommentperiod
closesOctober25, 1993.
ADDRESSES: Commentsmaybemailedto
WayneA. Kaiser,U.S. Environmental
ProtectionAgency,RegionVII, Air
Branch,726MinnesotaAvenue,Kansas
City, Kansas66101.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
WayneA. Kaiserat (913) 551—7603.

List of Subjectsin 40 CFRPart 81

Air pollution control, Nationalparks,
Wildernessareas.

Authority: 42 U.S.C.7401—7671q.
Dated:September13, 1993.

William W. Rice,
ActingRegionalAdministrator.
[FR Doc. 93—23203Filed 9—22—93; 8:45 am]
BILUNO CODE 1660-60-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17
I-

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Notice of 90-Day Finding
on Petition To Remove the Mexican
Spotted Owl From the List of
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Noticeof petition finding.

SUMMARY: The U.S. FishandWildlife
Service(Service)announcesa90-day
finding for a petitionto removethe
Mexican spottedowl (Strixoccidentalis
lucida) from theList of Endangeredand
ThreatenedWildlife andPlants.The
Servicehasdeterminedthatthepetition
did not presentsubstantialscientific or
commercialinformationindicating that
delistingtheMexicanspottedowl may
bewarranted.
DATES: The finding announcedin this
noticewasmade on September16,
1993,
ADDRESSES: Information, comments,or
questionsconcerningthepetitioned
actionmaybesubmittedto theListing
Coordinator,SouthwestRegion,U.S.
Fish andWildlife Service,P.O. Box
1306, Albuquerque,NewMexico 87102.
Thepetition,finding, supportingdata,
andcommentswill be availablefor
public inspection,by appointment,
duringnormalbusinesshoursatthe
aboveaddress.-

FOR FURThER INFORMATION CONTACT:
SteveSpangle,Listing Coordinator,at
theabovaaddress(telephone505/766—
3972).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

TheMexican spottedowl (Strix
occidentalislucida) waslisted asa
threatenedspecieseffectiveApril 15.
1993 (58 FR 14248—14271) (final rule).
The main reasonscitedfor conferring
threatenedstatuson thesubspecies
includedthepresentor threatened
destruction,modification, or
curtailmentof its habitator range.and
theinadequacyof existingregulatory
mechanisms.Lessimportantfactors
includedthepotentialfor catastrophic
wildflre, andpotentialcompetitionard!
orpredationb’.’ otherraptorsincludiug
thegreathornedowl (Bubovirgimanus)
andred-tailedhawk(Buteo
jarnaicensis).

On June25, 1993,theService
receivedapetition from theBoardof
Supervisorsof ApacheCounty,Arizc:.a
(petitioners)to removetheMexican
spottedowl from theList of Endangercd
andThreatenedWildlife andPlants
(delist). Section4(b)(3)(A) of the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973, as
amended(16U.S.C. 1531 at seq.) (Act),
requiresthattheServicemakeafin ii .~

on whethera petitionto list, delist,
reclassifya speciespresentssubsta-~a1
scientific or commercialinformatict: to
indicatethatthepetitionedactionmay
bewarranted.To themaximumext~ojt
practicable,this finding is to be made
within 90 daysof thereceiptof the
petition,andthe finding is to be
publishedpromptly in theFederal
Register.

This finding is basedon various
documents,including the final rule, the
petition, andpublishedand
unpublishedreports.All of these
documentsareon file in theService’s
SouthwestRegionalOffice (see
ADDRESSES section).

The main reasonsstatedby the
petitionersfor delistingtheMexican
spottedowl involvedtheloss of jobs,
business,education,recreation,wildlife,
fisheries,andforesthealth,aswell as
fire dangerandwatershedconcerns.
Pursuantto section4(b)(1)(A) of the Act,
listing determinationsshall bemade
“solely on thebasisof thebestscientific
andcommercialdataavailable*

RegulationsimplementingtheAct
furtherstatethat “The [Service]shall
makeany [listing] determination* * a

solelyon thebasisof thebestavailable
scientificandcommercialinformation
regardinga species’status,without
referenceto possibleeconomicor other
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Impactsof such determination.” (50
CFR 424.11(b).

The impacts of listing theMexican
spotted owl on jobs,business,
education,recreation, [other] wildlife,
fisheries,andwatershedconcernsare
not relevantto the subspecies’status
andthuscannotbe consideredin
making listing determinations. These
impactscan,however,be considered
whendesignatingcritical habitat fora
listed species.While the Servicemay
sharewith thepetitionersmanyof the
concernsbroughtforth inthe petition,
thoseeffectswill be addressedno
further in this90-dayfinding. However,
the petitionerspresentedinformation
concerning foresthealth and fire
susceptibility, whicharebothfactors
influencing the status of the speciesand
will thereforebe addressedfurther.

Thepetitionersstatethat the forests
are currentlyIn a conditionthat is
considerablymore densethan in times
of pre-Europeansettlement,andthatthe
currenttimberstandsarecurrentlyat
greatrisk of diseaseandcatastrophic
fire. Accumulationofbothstandingand
down fuelsarealsocitedasfactors
causinghigh risk to forest health. The
Service concursthat many areasof the
Southwestare at substantial risk of
catastrophicfire,andthat risk wascited

asa factor for listing the subspeciesin
the final rule. -

The petitionersstatethat listing ofthe
Mexicanspotted owl and the resulting.,
spaceanticipated “recovery strategy”
will hamperefforts to managefor
healthy forestsandreduceaccumulated
fuels anddenseforestunderstories
causedby decadesof fire suppression.

Considerationof fuel loading and
long-term foresthealth will be essential
in the Service’sdevelopmentof a
comprehensiveplan to conservethe
Mexicanspotted owl. Therefore, the
Servicedoesnot agreewith the
petitioners’statementthat the listing of.
the Mexicanspottedowl will leadto
further forest degradation,sincesuch
degradation woullibe detrimental to the
conservation of the Mexicanspotted
owl. The Servicewill addressall aspects
of forest healthastheyrelate to the
statusof the Mexicanspottedowl
during the recoveryplanningprocess.
Becauseforesthealth andfire risk have
beenidentified asfactors putting the
subspeciesat risk, the listing of the
Mexicanspottedowl can beexpectedto
promote, ratherthanproscribe,
addressingtheseissues.

Basedon the foregoinganalysis,the
Servicedeterminesthat the petition,
publications referenced in the petition,
or information otherwise availableto

the Service,do notpresentsubstantial
information indicatingthat the
petitionedactionmaybewarranted.

References
Thi petition and all attachmentsto

the petition,.areavailable-for inspection,
during normal businesshours, at 500
Cold AvenueSouthwest,Albuquerque,
NewMexico, or copiesmaybeobtained
by writing to the Service’sSouthwest
RegionalDirector(seeADDRESSES
section).
Author

The primaryauthor of thisnoticeis
SteveSpangleof the Southwest
RegionalOffice, Fish andWildlife
Service(seeADDRESSESsection).

Authority

The authority for this action is 16
U.S.C. 1531—1544.

List ofSubjectsIn 50 CFRPart17
Endangeredandthreatened species,

Exports, Imports, Reporting and
recordkeepingrequirements,
Transportation.

Dated:September16, 1993.
Richard N. Smith,
ActingDirector,Fish andWildlifeService.
IFR Doc. 93—23305 Filed 9—22—93; 8:45 am)
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